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Descriptive Summary 
 Creator: Glassford, Cora Carleton, 1887-1958  
 Title: Cora Carleton Glassford Scrapbook  
 Dates: 1929-1958 
 
Creator 
Abstract: 
Born in Texas into a military family, Cora Carleton Glassford (1887-
1958) served as the librarian of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas 
Library from 1945 to 1955 and was an active member of the DRT and 
other organizations.  
 
Content 
Abstract: 
Gathering correspondence, printed items, photographs, and 
memorabilia, the Cora Carleton Glassford scrapbook commemorates the 
Glassford family and personal interests.  
 Identification: Col 13595 
 Extent: 0.42 linear feet (1 box)  
 Language: Materials are in English. 
 Repository: DRT Collection at Texas A&M University-San Antonio 
 
Biographical Note 
Born on the campus of Texas A&M College in 1887, Cora Arthur Carleton was the first 
child of career Army officer Guy Carleton and his wife Cora. Accompanying her family to 
most of the postings of her father’s military career, she spent her childhood in Arizona, New 
Mexico, Minnesota, Kansas, Texas, the Philippines, and China. Her military association 
continued in adulthood when she met and married another Army officer, Pelham Davis 
Glassford (1883-1959), while at Fort Riley, Kansas. Her travels also continued as she 
accompanied her husband to assignments at the U.S. Military Academy and in Hawaii, 
Texas, Kansas, and Washington, D.C. The couple had four children, including two sons 
who continued the family’s tradition of military service. Upon Pelham Glassford’s 
retirement from the Army, he served as Chief of Police in Washington, his appointment 
coinciding with the Bonus Army disturbances of 1932.  
The Glassfords divorced in the mid 1930s, and Cora Carleton Glassford returned to San 
Antonio, Texas, where her parents had retired. She was active in a number of organizations 
and devoted her time to writing fiction, historical articles, and biographical works, much of 
it based on personal experience. She was particularly active in the Daughters of the 
Republic of Texas, serving in a number of official capacities, including the editorship of the 
organization’s fiftieth anniversary history in 1942. When the DRT established a research 
library on the grounds of the Alamo in 1945, Mrs. Glassford was hired to head the facility, a 
job she held until her retirement in 1955. She continued her writing, publishing short pieces 
and feature articles in newspapers and periodicals, primarily anecdotes on life in the old 
army and works on Texas history. Cora Carleton Glassford died in San Antonio in 1958 
June.  
 
Scope and Content Note 
Gathering correspondence, printed items, photographs, and memorabilia, the Cora Carleton 
Glassford scrapbook commemorates the Glassford family and personal interests.  
Prior to its receipt by the DRT Library, the scrapbook was disassembled and the individual 
items removed from the pages, so the original order and layout of the volume are unknown. 
As a result, the items have been organized into series by format.  
Correspondence consists of a small number of letters, postcards, telegrams, and greeting 
cards from family and friends. The bulk of the material consists of printed items, 
particularly clippings from newspapers and magazines on military topics, the U.S. Military 
Academy, activities of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas, and San Antonio and Texas 
history. Other items are mementoes of places and events and include invitations, programs, 
periodicals, and postcards. Photographs document family and places, notably several prints 
of San José mission and the Spanish Governor’s Palace in San Antonio, an assortment of 
other sites in San Antonio and Texas, and some unidentified items.  
During the disassembly of the scrapbook it appears that many of the newspaper clippings 
were photocopied and the originals discarded. Some of the other items were somewhat 
damaged during their removal from the pages.  
 
Restrictions 
Access Restrictions 
No restrictions. The collection is open for research. 
Usage Restrictions 
Please be advised that the library does not hold the copyright to most of the material in 
its archival collections. It is the responsibility of the researcher to secure those rights 
when needed. Permission to reproduce does not constitute permission to publish. The 
researcher assumes full responsibility for conforming to the laws of copyright, literary 
property rights, and libel. 
 
   
Index Terms 
  
 Personal Names 
  Glassford, Cora Carleton, 1887-1958.  
  Glassford family.  
 Organizations 
  Mission San José y San Miguel de Aguayo (San Antonio, Tex.)  
  Spanish Governor's Palace (San Antonio, Tex.)  
 Locations 
  San Antonio (Tex.)  
 Genres/Formats 
  Personal papers.  
  Scrapbooks.  
  Photographs.  
  Printed ephemera.  
 
 
Related Material 
   
 
Cora Carleton Glassford Papers, 1862-1958, Col 892, DRT Collection at Texas A&M 
University-San Antonio.  
Elizabeth Coxhead Carleton Album, 1833-1891, Bound Doc 8569, DRT Collection at 
Texas A&M University-San Antonio.  
 
Administrative Information 
Preferred Citation 
[Identification of item], Cora Carleton Glassford Scrapbook, 1929-1958, Col 13595, 
DRT Collection at Texas A&M University-San Antonio.  
Acquisition Information 
Gift of the University of Texas at San Antonio Libraries Special Collections, 2006 
September. Received by UTSA from an unknown donor. 
Processing Information 
Processed by Warren Stricker, 2006 September.  
Finding aid revised and encoded by Caitlin Donnelly, 2012 October.  
Finding aid updated by Rebeka Delgado, 2020 April. 
 
 
Detailed Description of the Collection 
              
Cora Carleton Glassford Scrapbook, 1929-1958  
 
Box 
 
Folder             
1 1  Correspondence, 1934-1958, undated  
 2-3  Correspondence: greeting cards  
   Printed material, 1929-1951, undated  
 4   Church bulletins, 1938-1939, undated  
 5   Clippings: Alamo and Daughters of the Republic of Texas, 1937-1940, undated  
 6   Clippings: books and authors, 1929-1941, undated  
 7   Clippings: military, 1936-1940, undated  
 8   Clippings: performing arts, 1940, undated  
 9   Clippings: religion, 1939, undated  
 10   Clippings: San Antonio, Texas, 1937-1940, undated  
 11   Clippings: Texas, 1939-1940, undated  
 12   Clippings: U.S. Military Academy, 1938-1939, undated 
 13   Clippings: general interest, 1939-1951, undated  
 14   Exhibit catalogs, 1939-1940  
 15   Invitations, 1939, undated  
 16   Periodicals, 1933, 1938  
 17   Postcards: Texas  
 18   Postcards: non-Texas, general  
 19   Proclamations: City of San Antonio, Texas, 1940  
 20   Programs, 1938-1940, undated  
 21   Miscellaneous printed items  
 22  Poetry, quotations, and excerpts  
 23  Artifacts: military patch  
   Photographs  
 24   Family  
    Pictured: Cora Arthur Carleton, Guy Carleton Glassford, Pelham Davis Glassford, Jr., and Elizabeth Ann Parke  
Box Folder   
1   Photographs (continued) 
 25   Mission San José, San Antonio, Texas  
 26   Spanish Governor’s Palace, San Antonio, Texas  
 27   San Antonio, Texas  
    Pictured: Alamo, Mission Espada, Municipal Auditorium, Randolph Air Force Base, and Texas Landmarks Association markers  
 28   Texas  
    Pictured: “Formosa,” Elizabeth Ney's studio, Austin, and Monument Hill, Fayette County  
 29   General and unidentified  
    Pictured: Fred Sprague  
 
 
              
Separated Postcards  
    New location: Postcard Collection, Alamo  
    The Alamo Garden  
    The Alamo  
    The Alamo  
    The Alamo Museum  
    The Alamo  
   New location: Postcard Collection, San Antonio, Texas  
    Spanish Governor’s Palace  
    Moss covered trees, San Pedro Park  
   New location: Postcard Collection, Texas  
    Congress Avenue looking north, Austin 
    French Embassy  
    Texas Memorial Museum, Austin  
    Texas State Capitol, Austin  
    White Plaza Hotel, Dallas  
    Mausoleum of Dawson and Mier men on Monument Bluff, La Grange 
    Historical tree, La Grange 
    Landa’s Park, New Braunfels 
 
 
 
